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Montana  State  Library 


3 0864  1006  7409  5 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SC1EN<3e^388 


TED  SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR 


MONTANA  STATE  HORARY 
1515  E-  6th  AVE. 

COGSWELL  BUILDING 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 


July  12,  1988 


HELENA.  MONTANA  S9620 


Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Three  Rivers  Disposal 
Class  II  Transfer  Station 


Three  Rivers  Disposal,  P.0.  Box  3588,  Bozeman,  MT  59722 
James  E.  Wysocki,  City  Manager,  City  of  Bozeman,  P.0.  Box  640,  Bozeman, 
MT  59715 

Gallatin  County  Commissioners,  County  Courthouse,  Bozeman,  MT  59715 
Edward  L.  King,  M.D. , Health  Officer,  Gallatin  County,  Room  3,  Basement, 
Courthouse,  Bozeman,  MT  59715 

Paul  Kinshella,  Sanderson/Stewart  Gaston  Engineering,  Inc.,  2010  North 
7th  - Suite  B,  P.0.  Box  861,  Bozeman,  MT  59715 
Andrew  C.  Epple,  Planning  Director,  City-County  Planning  Board,  35  North 
Bozeman  Ave.,  P.0.  Box  640,  Bozeman,  MT  59715 
Dan  Figgins,  Bozeman  Fire  Department,  34  North  Rouse,  P.0.  Box  640, 
Bozeman,  MT  59715 

*3 

Emery  Nelson,  R.S.,  Gallatin  County  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Room  3, 
Basement,  Bozeman,  MT  59715 

Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 
Documents  Section,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the 
following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  Three  Rivers 
Disposal. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


Ends . 
JL/ba 


Sincerely , 

James  E.  Leiter 
Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
"elephone  (406)  444-2821 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di Vi  si  On/Bureau Environmental  Sciences/Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Three  Rivers  Disposal  Transfer  Station,  Bozeman,  MT 

Description  Of  Project  Three  Rivers  Disposal  of  Bozeman,  Montana,  has  filed  an 
-..application  for  a solid  waste  management  system  license  for  a solid  waste  transfer 
—Station  at  the  intersection  of  "L"  street  and  Pear  Street  in  the  City  of  Bozeman. 

— Potential impacts  are  addressed  on  the  atached  Preliminary  Environmental  Review. 

_Copies  of  the  application  and  other  documents  may  be  reviewed  in  this  office  or 

uZ 

obtained  by  contacting  the  bureau. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

..  . , . Comments  on 

Major__  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 

1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
envi ronmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVI RONMFNT 
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3. 

4. 
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8. 


9. 


Social  structures  and 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  qualit 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activitie 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 


and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 
which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction 


Gallatin  County  Health  Departmfini- 


Indivi duals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS 


No  EIS  necessary 


PER  Prepared  by:  f A> *7^ 

n . James  E.  Leiter 

Date:  / 
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DHES/ESD-2 


Proposed  Three  Rivers  Disposal  Transfer  Station 
Bozeman,  Montana 


Through  Sanderson/Stewart/Gaston  Engineering,  Inc.,  Three  Rivers  Disposal, 
Bozeman  Montana,  has  filed  an  application  for  a solid  waste  management 
system  license  for  a Transfer  Station  in  the  S.EA  of  Section  6,  T.2  S.  , 
R.6  E,  P.M.M.,  Gallatin  County.  (See  attached  map.)  This  facility  will  be  a 
transfer  station  for  municipal  waste  and  its  components  generated  in  the 
City  of  Bozeman  and  surrounding  rural  areas  of  Gallatin  County.  Waste  from 
the  transfer  station  will  be  transported  to  other  sites  for  disposal.  Part 
of  the  operation  will  include  recycling  of  certain  components  such  as 
cardboard  and  aluminum  and  rail  haul  to  appropriate  markets.  The  facility 
will  be  required  to  meet  environmental  standards  set  forth  in  75-10-221 
M.C.A.  and  Section  16.14.501  A.R.M. 

The  facility  has  received  a conditional  zoning  approval  from  the 
City-County  Planning  Department.  Public  utilities  and  services  will  be 
provided  by  the  City  of  Bozeman. 

This  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  will  address  the  potential  impacts 
from  such  a facility. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


5.  Aesthetics 

Operation  of  a solid  waste  transfer  station  does  generally  not  have 
any  impact  on  the  aesthetics  of  an  area.  There  may  be  some  impact  upon 
aethetic  values  associated  with  garbage  collection  and  transfer  vehicles 
which  will  use  the  facility,  but  the  impact  should  not  be  significant.  A 
transfer  station  can  be  the  source  of  nuisance  odors  and  a habitat  for 
insects  such  as  flies  and  mosquitoes.  Properly  operated,  however,  this  is 
not  generally  a problem.  Current  regulations  require  that  the  facility  be 
operated  in  a nuisance  free  manner. 

Whenever  solid  waste  is  transported  to  any  facility,  there  is  the 
opportunity  for  litter  problems.  The  conditional  planning/zoning  approval 
requires  that  transfer  vehicles  leaving  the  station  will  be  tarped.  Local 
littering  laws  will  control  the  vehicles  coming  to  the  site. 

6.  Air  Quality 

It  is  extremely  unlikely  that  the  facility  would  have  a significant 
impact  upon  air  quality  in  the  area.  As  noted  above,  some  nuisance  odors 
may  occasionally  be  noticed,  particularly  on  hot,  humid  days,  but  they  are 
expected  to  be  minimal. 

8.  Demands  on  environmental  resources  of  land,  air  & energy 

The  new  station  will  occupy  2.42  acres  of  land  within  the  city  limits, 
on  Tract  1 of  COS  1363.  The  building  itself  will  encompass  approximately 


10,000  square  feet.  The  facility  will  use  some  energy  for  lighting, 
heating  and  some  equipment  operation. 

The  operation  of  a transfer  facility  can  lend  flexibility  to  the  city 
of  Bozeman's  needs  for  waste  disposal.  By  incorporating  recycling  into  the 
operation,  there  will  be  a savings  of  landfill  space  and  reuse  of  some  of 
the  waste  products,  which,  ultimately,  creates  a savings  of  natural 
resource  materials. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


3.  Local  and  state  tax  base  & tax  revenue 

Three  Rivers  Disposal  will  be  paying  property  taxes  for  the  property 
and  its  improvements. 

10.  Demands  for  government  services 

Since  the  transfer  station  will  be  operating  under  the  requirements  of 
at  least  one  set  of  state  and  local  regulations,  some  time  will  be  required 
for  licensing  and  inspecting  the  facility  to  insure  compliance  with  current 
requirements. 

11.  Industrial  and  commercial  activity 

Operation  of  the  station  will  add  to  a general  increase  in  commercial 
activity  in  the  area.  Any  impact  overall  would  be  rated  minor. 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

Operation  of  the  facility  and  appurtenant  vehicles  and  equipment  will 
increase  the  consumption  of  some  fuel  and  energy  materials.  The  increase 
should  be  minor  and  basically  supplant  current  uses  of  energy  at  other 
facilities . 

14.  Transportation  networks  and  traffic  flows 

There  will  be  an  increase  in  vehicle  traffic  to  and  from  the  facility. 
There  will  also  be  an  increase  in  rail  traffic  as  recycled  materials  are 
shipped  from  the  station.  In  response  to  a request  for  a "traffic  study" 
during  the  zoning  and  planning  process,  the  Springer  Group  studied 
historical  information  and  projected  an  average  vehicle  use  of  24.9  trips 
per  day  to  the  station,  and  a total  projected  number  of  trips  per  month  of 
647.4.  The  study  projected  that  there  would  be  about  8 trips  per  day  on 
Tamarack  Street,  3 trips  per  day  on  "L"  street  and  13  trips  per  day  along 
Wallace. 
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